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Lieut. Henry Raper, R.N., Vice-President, in the chair. 

Wtn. Francis, Esq., 9 Chadwell Street, Myddleton Square; 
Rev. Joshua Sortain, Brighton ; 

Henry John Doogood, Esq., 13 Fortress Terrace, Kentish Town; 
Henry Mugridge, Esq., Nautical School, Greenwich Hospital ; 
Hugh Neill, Esq., 115 Mount Pleasant, Liverpool; 

Richard Dunkin, Esq., 20 Matilda Street, Islington ; 

Lieut. Andrew St. John, Royal Engineers; and 
Rev. W. L. Onslow, H.M.S. Hastings; 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


Astronomische Nachrichten. 

Several gentlemen who ordered the Astronomische Nachrichten 
for the current year, on the understanding that it was to be deli¬ 
vered free of postage, have complained that the back numbers 
have been sent in such a way as to cause a very heavy postage. 
Dr. Petersen committed the very excusable mistake of thinking 
that the post-office would deliver the numbers made up into one 
parcel on the same terms as it delivers the several numbers. 
Many deliveries are thus saved, but the authorities reason differ¬ 
ently. To obtain the benefit of the recent regulations the form 
must be strictly complied with, and each, number must be sent with 
a separate direction. The Editor has to apologise in his own name 
and in that of Dr. Petersen for this mistake, which cannot, however, 
occur again.* 

The Editor would earnestly press on those gentlemen who have 
imperfect copies of the Nachrichten to apply for the missing num¬ 
bers. The vols. i. and iii. are not to be had entire, and there is 
only one entire copy of vols. ii., iv., vii. Copies of the volumes 

* It is not easy to make out the rules even of our own post-office, and still 
less those of foreign nations, by any method but that of trial and error, and even 
then not always satisfactorily. The last Annual Report went quite free to 
Altona with a penny stamp, but a copy to which a twopenny stamp was attached 
(the number being a heavy one" cost 28. 6 d. though sent to the same address. The 
numbers of the Astronomische Nachrichten are delivered gratis at Somerset House, 
but cost a halfpenny at the Athenaeum. 
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170 D'Arrest's New Comet — Irene. 

antecedent to vol. xii. are very few in number. There is, however, 
a considerable mass of odd numbers, and it is very desirable that 
these should find their proper places as far as may be, and as soon. 


Comet-Circular received from Dr. Petersen. 

“ On the night of the 27th of June last, Dr. D’Arrest, of the 
Leipsic Observatory, discovered a very faint comet in the constella¬ 
tion Pisces . The apparent place could only be estimated very 
approximately on account of the twilight which shortly after 


ensued. 

Leipsic M.T. 

R.A. 

Decl. 

1851. 

h m 

0 / 

0 

June 27 

13 IO 

7 49 

+ IO 3 : 


This may be a few minutes in error. 

“ Next night was cloudy, and the comet invisible ; but the night 
after proved more favourable, and Dr. D’Arrest obtained two com¬ 
parisons with Weisse o h *690, which he considers as accurate as can 
be fairly expected considering the extreme faintness of the comet. 

Leipsic M.T. It.A. Decl. 

1851. hms O / // O / // 

June 29 13 14 5 10 4 47 +10 37 35 

The comet has also been observed at Berlin and South Villa. 


R.A. 

1851. hms o / h 

Berlin, July i 13 21 29 Berlin M.T. 12 18 40*3 
South Villa, 4 13 4 59 Green. M.T. 15 37 32*0 


Decl. 
o / » 

+10 40 28*5 
4 10 48 20*0 


Elements . By MM.G. Riimker and E. Vogel. 

Perihelion Passage, 1851, July 6*14735, Berlin M.T. 

o / // 

Long, of Perihelion... 324 19 44 1 App. Equinox, 

— Node......... 1524044/ 1851. J«ly 6 . 

Inclination . 14 39 36 

Log. Perihelion Distance (log. q ) 0*089026. Motion direct. 


IRENE. 

On the Discovery of a Fourth New Planet , at Mr. Bishop's 
Observatory , Regent's Park. By Mr. Hind. 

“At 12 h 45 111 mean time, on the night of the 19th of May, 1851, 
during an examination of the heavens near the star Lalaude 29490, 
I remarked an object of very nearly the same degree of brightness, 
following the star 8 S *5 in right ascension, and about 2'f to the 
south . I had previously (in 1850) had my attention directed to a 
star of the 9*ioth magnitude, which follows Lalande’s about 10 s , 
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